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causes, its social consequences, its distribution in various countries, and

the different means of combating alcoholism which have been adopted
in various countries.

So thorough a bibliography is of inestimable value to anyone who wishes

to make a study of the subject, and it may well serve as an example to be

followed in other branches of science.

A. Hoca.

The Worth of Words. By DR. RALCY HU5TED BELL, with an Introduction

by DR WILLIAM COLBY CooPER. Third edition. (New York, Hinds &
Noble.)

The introduction to this little volume contains the statement that it is

called into being because it is “greatly and urgently needed.” There can
be no doubt that there is general and urgent need of works which may
influence the common use of words in the direction of correctness and

good taste, but a slight note of pretension seems to lurk in the implied

claim that this little book is in itself equal to the missionary work involved
in such an undertaking. The author’s purpose, as announced by himself,

however, is reasonable and appropriate, namely, the intention of putting
into ready form some helpful gleanings from reputable authorities on

the true worth of words.
The chapter treating of the distinction between good and bad words is

one of general interest; but that devoted to vulgarisms is perhaps the
best in the book, for it is evidently written under the inspiration of good
taste and good sense, and gives excellent reasons why words not actually
slang are, nevertheless, most undesirable acquisitions to our language.
Donate and enthuse, for example, are unconditionally condemned. The
concluding section on the changes in the meaning of words contains much
interesting and unexpected information, and shows an extensive acquaint-

ance with literature.

Transactions of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia. Third Series,

Vol. 25. (Philadelphia, 5903.)

This book contains �6 pages devoted to executive matters such as lists
of officers, committees, members, etc., and memorial notices of members

who have died during the year. Following are a number of papers which
have been read before the College. These occupy 182 pages and include
several of considerable interest to neurologists, as well as a number of
more general medical interest. - W. R. D.

The Physiognomy of Mental Diseases and Degeneracy. By JAMES SHAW,
M. D., Member of the British Medico-Psychological Association, etc.

(Bristol: John Wright & Co. London: Simpkins, Marshall, Hamilton,
Kent Co., Ltd., 5903.)

Books of this character have an undoubted value to the student and
practitioner, although their range of utility is limited. The illustrations

of mental disease are well selected and typical, but they have more meaning
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to persons who are familiar with cases of insanity than to medical students.
The representations of the stigmata of degeneracy are so excellent that one
hopes that the author will extend the volume at some future time to
represent all of the common stigmata of this condition.

Erbsyphilis und N#{232}rvensystem. Von DL JOHANNES BRESLER. (Leipzig:

S. Hirzel, 5904.)

This “literarische Studie” has been well made and the author is to
be congratulated on having achieved his task so successfully. The book
is little more than a collection of abstracts of papers connected with heredi-
tary syphilis and diseases of the nervous system, classified under appro-
priate headings. No attempt is made to give a critical review of the

subject. It consists of 141 pages, twenty-five of which are occupied

by a list of the literature arranged alphabetically according to author.
The work will be of value to those interested in the study of nervous
and mental diseases. W. R. D.

Index Philosophique. Philosophic et Sciences Annexes. Premiere Ann#{233}e
1902. Edited by N. VASCHIDE and BUSCHAN. (Paris: C. Nand, 5903.)

This is the first number of annual index published under the auspices of

the Revue de Phibosophie which is intended shall be more complete than
those heretofore published. It is intended that future volumes shall
contain abstracts of the more important papers. Like all publications of
this kind, the present volume is of great convenience to those in quest of
the literature on certain subjects. There is a general index of subjects
and an index of authors. All references concerning a single subject are
grouped together. There are a number of typographical errors which

fortunately do not seriously impair the value of the book. Errors in
spelling English and German words are numerous. On the whole, this
book is a valuable addition to our literary armamentarium.

W. R. D.

Ueber den physiologischen Schwachsinn des Weibes. Von Dr. P. J.
Moamus. Halle, 5903, Carl Marhold. C. Auflage.

This monograph has probably attracted more attention than it deserves,

as the comments, criticisms, prefaces to former editions, etc., have ex-

panded it from about 30 pages to over 120. Viewed from a humerous
standpoint the author has done much to provoke the gayety of nations.
Taken seriously, which is difficult, the book does not prove conclusively

that women are so unintellectual as the author seems to think. It is the
first of Dr. Moebius’s numerous sex studies, but in our opinion the least

deserving serious attention. W. R. D.

A Practical Treatise on Nervous Diseases for the Medical Student and

General Practitioner. By F. SAVARY PEARCE. New York and London,
1904: D. Appleton & Company.

The typography and illustrating have been well done and the book
presents an attractive appearance; further but little favorable can be said.




